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EXTRACTS FROM THE LOS ANGELES ARCHIVES 
Compiled by H. J. Lelande, City Clerk 

(Note) — Mr. H. J. Lelande, City Clerk in whose keeping are 
the archives of Los Angeles City, in preparing an address 
which he delivered before the Friday Morning Club collated 
from the different volumes of the city archives a large amount 
of interesting data. He gave the editors of the Annual Publica- 
tion of the Historical Society of Southern California, a copy of 
his extracts. From these we have selected those that illustrate 
different phases of life in the Mexican and early American 
periods of the city's history. The earliest records of our city 
which have been preserved bear date of October, 1827. This is 
a record of a trial. Some years since the archives of the 
Mexican period comprised in three volumes and of the first three 
years of the American rule which were also written in Spanish, 
were by order of the City Council translated into English. 

The explanations interpolated in this articles are inserted by 
one of the editors (J. M|. Guinn). Much of interest in Mr. L's 
collection had to be omitted for lack of spaee. The thanks of 
the society are tendered to Mr. Lelande for the use of his valu- 
able manuscript. 



EL MUY ILUSTRE AYUNTAMIENTO. 

The municipality of Los Angeles under Spanish and Mexican 
domination was governed by a town council called an Ayun- 
tamiento. It was usually spoken of as the Muy Ilustne Ayunta- 
miento — (most illustrous council). The term was used in the 
same sense as we speak now of the honorable city council.. 

The early records of the proceedings of the Ayuntamiento 
of Los Angeles — if any were kept — have been lost. The first 
record of its proceedings preserved in the City Archives bears 
date of January 14, 1832. At that time the Ayuntamiento con- 
sisted of five members, called "regidores." The first alcalde 
was the presiding officer and in his absence the second took his 
place. The secretary who was appointed from outside its mem- 
bership, was an important personage and the only salaried 
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official of the town government. Besides his duties as secre- 
tary of the town council, he was clerk of the Alcalde 's Court and 
keeper of the archives. His salary in 1832 was $30 a month. 

The proceedings began (in Spanish) with El Pueblo Nues- 
tra Senora de Los Angeles." (The town of our Lady of the An- 
gels). 

The jurisdiction of the Ayuntamiento, after the secularization 
of the missions extended from San Juan Capistrano on the south 
to and including San Fernando on the north; and eastward to 
the San Bernardino Mountains. It extended over an area now 
comprised in four counties and covering territory as large as 
three New England States. Its authority was as extensive as 
its jurisdiction. It granted town lots and indorsed application 
for grants of ranchos from the public domain. The grants 
were made by the governor. In addition to its legislative du- 
ties", its members sometimes acted as executive officers to enforce 
its laws. It acted as a board of health, a board of education, 
a police commission and a street department. 

The Ayuntamiento to a certain extent regulated the social 
functions of the pueblo and also provided for the spiritual needs 
of the inhabitants. It was local government epitomized. 
The Ayuntamiento of Los Angeles was abolished in 1840 by a 
decree of the Mexican Congress which provided that <dities 
with less than 4,000 inhabitants should be governed by a pre- 
fecto and the enactments of the department assembly. The 
Ayuntamiento was restored in 1844 and continued to be the local 
governing power until July 3rd, 1850, when it was superseded 
by the City Council. J. M. Guinn, Editor. 



SESSION OF THE 14th, DAY OF JANUARY 

In the town of our Lady of the Angels *in the Territory of 
Upper California on the fourteenth day of January in the 
year one thousand eight hundred, thirty-two, the Ayuntamiento 
of the place convened in their hall, the meeting being presided over 
by its Alcalde Citizen, Manuel Dominguez, who immediately 
manifested an official document he had received, dated the 9th 
inst. From the regular member of the Excelentisina Deputation, 
Citizen Pio Pico, and then proceeded to take the oath required 
by law, from the second member of the same Deputation, Citi- 
zen Tomas Yorba. 

After the above, the said deputies took the seats occupied by 
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the Illustrious Ayuntamiento concluding the session and signing 
the present instrument on the same day, month and year. 
Manuel Dominguez (rubric) Juan Nepomuseno Albarado (rubric) 
Jose Manl. Cota (rubric) Felipe Lugo (rubric) 

Juan Ballesteros (rubric) Ygnaeio Ma. Albarado (rubric) 

Vicente de la Ossa, Secretary (rubric) 
(The rubric was a series of flourishes made by the pen and 
took the place of the seal in legal documents. Each man had 
a rubric of his own). 

SESSION OF THE 19th DAY OF JANUARY 

In the town of Our Lady of the Angels in the Territory of 
Upper California, on the 19th day of January in the year 
One thousand eight hundred, thirty-two, the Illustrious Ayunta- 
miento, dwelt on the lack of improvement shown by the Public 
School of this town and on the necessity of civilizing and mor- 
ally training the children. It was thought wise to place Citi- 
zen Vicente Moraga in charge of said school from this date, 
recognizing in him, the necessary qualifications for the discharge 
of said duties, allowing him fifteen dollars monthly, the same 
that was paid the retiring citizen Luciano Valdez, 

Signed as an act on the same day, month and year. 

(Here follow, the signatures of the regidores the samie as the 
above.) 

The following extract illustrates the method of designating 
election precincts under the rule of Mexico, three-quarters of a 
century ago. The blocks here named were not city blocks and 
the houses designated were often miles apart. Block 3, com- 
prising the ranchos of the Nietos and that of the Yorbas included 
all of the territory from the San Gabriel river to San Juan 
Capistrano. 

The Berdugos and Felis Ranchos added to Block 2, included 
all the country east of the City to Pasadena and north to Bur- 
bank. 

SESSION OF THE 19th DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1832. 

At to-day's session, in consequence of the law of June 12th of 
1830 the following has been determined : Notice to the Public :- 
Being that a primary election is to be held on the first Sunday of 
December for the election of the Ayuntamiento of this town accord- 
ing to the law of June 12th, 1830, the said corporation in observ- 
ance of articles 6, 7 and 8 determined to divide this town into 
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four blocks, and name the commissioners that are to act under 
the terms of the above cited law, and in consequence of which the 
following articles were framed. 

1st. The first block shall comprise the houses from that of 
citizens Tibursio Tapia to that of citizenJose Anto, Romero, nam- 
ing as its commissioner, citizen Tibursio Tapia. 

2nd. The second block shall comprise from citizen Jose An- 
to. Eomero house to that of citizen Cayetano Barelas and 
to Romero house to that of citizen Gil. Ybarra. 

3rd. The voting place for these 2 blocks shall be held in 
Gil. Ybarra. 's yard, where the commissioners shall meet as a 
board of election on the first Sunday of next December. 

4th. The third block shall comprise the houses from that 
of citizen Tibursio Tapia to that of citizen Macclno Alanis, cit- 
izen Tomas Yofoa acting as its commissioner. 

5th. The rancho of the Nietos and that of the Yorba's shall 
comprise the third block. 

6th. The fourth block shall comprise from citizen Maccno 
Alanis' house to that of Nemesio Dominguez and the commission- 
er shall be citizen Francisco Javier Albarado. 

7th. The commissioners as a board of election shall meet 
to hold the said election in citizen Francisco Javier Albarado 's 
yard. 

8th. The Berdugos and Felis ranches shall be added to 
block number 2. 

9th. The Ayuntamlento supposes that the commissioner 
named to act for the different blocks will not need any instruct- 
ion through their lack of a knowledge of the law. 

They may however apply for such instruction to this body, 
in order that the laudable intentions for which they were ap- 
pointed will not suffer to any extent. Let it be known to the 
public that the reason for proceeding after the time determned 
by law is merely the result of some inadvertence. 

Town of our Lady of the Angels Nov. 19th, 1832, Manl. Do- 
minguez, (Rub) Juan Nepomuseno Albarado (Rub) Jose Manuel 
Cota (Rub) Felipe Lugo (Rub) Juan Ballesteros (Rub) Vincente 
de la Ossa. 

The election was not held at the time appointed, the first 
Sunday in December. Nearly all the commissioners appointed 
plead sickness, or some other disablity. There was no pay for 
serving and no honor either. 
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SESSION OF THE 18th DAY OF DECEMBER. 

In the town of Our Lady of the Angels, in the territory of 
Upper California on the 18th day of December, in the year One 
Thousand eight hundred and thirty-two. The Illustrious Ayun- 
tamiento met for the purpose of repairing the delay suffered by 
the elections for the renewal of this Ayuntamiento according to 
the law of June 12th, 1830. 

The Ayuntamiento having considered whether the causes 
leading to this delay were or were not sufficient to justify it, 
took into consideration the physical inability of the majority of the 
commissioners and that of most of the people including theAlcalde ; 
and occasioned by a past experience in this town at the time the 
law prescribes this election should take place acting under 
such circumstances, the commissioners having recovered their 
health by this time, except the one named for block 3, who re- 
mains ill, this corporation has seen fit to name in his stead citizen 
Anto. Machado and orders that the primary election be held on 
the 22nd inst. in the same manner heretofore made known ; leaving 
the same commisioners and informing them when to fulfill their 
commission. The present step has been taken for the inform- 
ation and satisfaction of the people that the action of this cor- 
poration may appear justifiable and no responsibility attached to 
them. Passed and signed as an act of said body on this same 
day, month and year. 

Manl. Dominguez (Rub) Felipe Lugo (Rub) Vicente de la 
Ossa Tgnacio Ma. Albarado (Rub) Juan Ballesteros (Rub) 

SESSION OF THE 19th DAY OF DECEMBER 

In the town of Our Lady of the Angels in the Territory of 
the Upper California, on the 19th day of December, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred thirty-two, the Illustrious Ay- 
untemiento meeting in the regular session, acted on a communi- 
cation of this date from citizen Anto. Machado, setting forth his 
physical inability to fulfill the duties as commissioner of block 
3 of this town. Acting on the above and so as to occasion no 
further delay in the election for members of this Ayuntamiento 
Citizen Victo. Moraga was appointed, who was immediately offi- 
cially notified of the same and asked to consult this body on the 
law of June 12th, 1830, that he might act intelligently. 

Manl. Dominguez, Felipe Lugo (Rub) Juan Ballesteros (Rub) 
Ygnacio Ma. Albarado (Rub) Vincent de la Ossa, Ses. (Rub) 
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SESSION OP THE 21st DAY OF DECEMBER. 

In the town of our Lady of the Angels, in the Territory of 
Upper California, on the 21st day of December in the year, one 
thousand eight hundred thirty-two. The constitutional Alcalde 
citizen Manl. Dominguez manifested a communication from citi- 
zen Victo. Moraga, the commissioner appointed for block 3 of this 
town on the 19th inst, where he sets forth his inability to accept 
said commission, not being possessed of the necessary qualifica- 
tions. After some discussion on the matter and not finding any 
other citizen in the above mentioned block 3, who could be com- 
missioned according to the law of June 12th, 1830, reappointed 
said Moraga for the reason above stated. 

Passed and signed as an act in this town this same day, month 
and year. 

Manuel. Dominguez (Rub) Felipe Lugo (Rub) Juan Balles- 
teros (Rub) Ygnacio Ma. Albarado (Rub) Vincent de la Ossai 
(Srio) (Secretary) 



From the following extract it is evident that enough of the 
commissioners recovered their health to hold an election. 

SESSION OF THE 3rd DAY OF JANUARY. 

In the town of our Lady of the Angels, in the Territory of 
Upper California, on the 3rd day of January in the year one, 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-three. The Illustrious Ay- 
untamiento met in their hall at the call of the Alcalde, its pres- 
ident. At the outset there was presented an official circular 
dated December 31st, last past directed to this corporation by 
the most Excellent Territorial deputation through its president. 

The contents of said communication are reduced to the fol- 
lowing : 

1st. Giving notice to the Ayuntamiento of the dissolution of 
said corporation the term of the majority of its members having 
expired. 

2nd. Seeking answers to several communications sent to 
this corporation last year, the first dated January 27th and the 
second March 25th. 

3rd. Exhorting them to comply with the law of June 12th, 
1830 so as to begin the elections corresponding to the nomi- 
nations of deputies to the general territorial sovereign congress 
that the new Jefe (governor) may find all in readiness upon his 
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arrival. After sufficiently discussing the matter it was agreed 
to answer the most excellent deputation congratulating them 
upon the good sentiments expressed. 

In reference to the answers claimed, the two regidores of the 
last Ayuntamiento confessed having received those communica- 
tions but that the then Alcalde, citizen Manl. Dominguez, notwith- 
standing their requests, could not be induced to answer the same, 
for said reason it was decided that he should be asked for such 
communications thought to be in his possession that they may 
be answered as prayed. 

With reference to the election it was resolved to invite the 
people of the territory, through this Ayuntamiento so that, each 
one for himself in compliance with the law for June 12th, 1830, 
should verify the primaries being that this municipality has the 
right of intervention. That in. case the Jefe should be absent from 
the country and his delay be so excessive after verifying the 
above the Ayuntamiento of the Capital take the proper legal 
steps to carry out the general elections, so that the territory will 
not suffer through the lack of representation, by means of which 
towns are made happy and remedy their wants. With this under- 
standing the session adjourned, Regidor Jose Sepulveda being 
absent attending to official duties. 

Jose Anto. Carrillo (Rub), Felipe Lugo (Rub), Antonio Ma- 
chado (Rub)> Tiburcio Tapia (Rub), Ygnacio Ma. Albarado (Rub) 
Vicente de la Ossa (Srio) (Rub). 

SESSION OF JANUARY 22nd. 

Immediately after, the said president alluded to the great 
necessity of having a priest in this town to minister to the wants of 
the spiritual flock and asked if the corporation thought it wise 
to procure the services of Rev. Alejo. Buchelot, by consent of the 
Prelate. It was the opinion of the corporation that this matter 
be considered at the coming session when the question of his 
maintainance as well as other subjects might be discussed and 
decided. The meeting then adjourned, there being present the 
same members as at its last session. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. The 
question of the maintenance of a priest for this town was discussed 
and unanimously decided by the corporation that the entire town 
be summoned and informed of the matter on the first holiday, so 
they may stipulate the amount of their contribution to said main- 
tenance. This brought the affair to an end, whereupon the 
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meeting adjourned, the same members being present as at its 
last meeting. 

Jose Anto. Carrillo (Rub), Felipe Lugo (Rub), Antonio Ma- 
chado (Rub), Tiburcio Tapia (Rub), Ygnacio Ma. Albarado (Rub) 
Vicente, de la Ossa. 

Indian Raids were quite common in those days. The savages 
preferred horses to cattle because horses traveling more rapidly 
the thieves could more easily make their escape with their booty. 

SESSION OF 27th DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1833. ■ 

The minutes of the last session were read and approved. The 
Alcalde, president of the meeting, made known that citizen 
Pedro Feliz, owner of the San Jose Rancho, informed him that on 
the 24th inst. there had been stolen from his lands, the greatest 
number of his gentle horses, and according to the tracks on the 
ground, they were being conducted toward the "Tulares," and 
for other reasons given, he sought permission to go in pursuit of 
them, accompanied by four citizens whom he would take at his 
own expense. 

The corporation opined he should go on this errand only to 
the Rancho San Francisco, on account of the evident dangers 
existing beyond that place. 

Meeting then adjourned, all members being present. 

Jose Antonio Carillo (Rub), Felipe Lugo (Rub), Jose Sepul- 
veda, Antonio Machado (Rub), Tiburcio Tapia (Rub), Vicente 
Moraga. 

THE AMERICAN PERIOD. 

Vol. 4, page 548. An auction was held in the year 1849, at 
which 91 lots in the district bounded by Main, Hill, Third and 
Fourth Streets sold for $6648.00. This property is now worth 
from one to five thousand dollars per front foot. 

MAY 30, 1849. 

Vol. 4, page 572. The Council convened in special session to 
consider a communication from Tomas Talamantes, which stated 
that the Squata Indians of the Sierra SanVicente, Santa Monica 
Mountains, are damaging his ranch, committing barefaced depre- 
dations, such as coming up to his house and stealing three horses 
that had been securely staked, and driving away some of his 
cattle from the adjoining pasture. 

The Council instructed Messrs. Jose Lopez and Francisco Ruiz 
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to solicit from among our citizens, arms and ammunition with 
which to aid Talamantes, with this understanding however, that 
he should return all borrowed arms, and as much ammunition 
as had not been used in the pursuit of the marauders. 

June 9, 1849. 
ORD'S SURVEY. 

Vol. 4, page 575. "In view of a note received from the supe- 
rior territorial Government, ordering the making of a city map to 
serve as a basis for granting vacant city lots out of the unap- 
propriated lands belonging to the municipality, Council resolved : 

"1st. That the said Superior Government be assured of the 
committee's desire to give prompt and due compliance to jits 
order, and to inform the same that there is no city map in 
existence whereby concessions of land may be made, and, 
furthermore that there is no surveyor in this town who could 
get up such a map. 

"2nd. That this Honorable body desiring to have this done, 
requests the territorial government to send down a. surveyor 
to do this work, for which he will receive pay out of the 
municipal funds, and should they not suffice, by reason of other 
demands having to be met> then he can be paid with unap- 
propiated lands should the government give its consent." 
• **####### 

"Your committee charged by your Hornorable body with 
the duty of conferring with Lieutenant Ord, the surveyor who 
is to get out a map of this city, has had a conference with that 
gentleman and he offers to make a map of the city, demarking 
thereon in a clear and exact manner, the boundary lines and 
points of the municipal lands, for which work he demands a 
compensation of fifteen hundred dollars in coin, ten lots selected 
from among those demarked in the map and vacant lands to 
the extent of one thousand varas, in sections of 200 varas each, 
and whersoever he may choose to select the same* or in case 
this proposition is refused, then he wants to be paid the sum of 
three thousand dollars in cash. Your committee finds the first 
proposition very disadvantageous to the city, because conceding 
to the surveyor the right to' select not only the said ten lots, 
but also the thousand varas of vacant land, the city would de- 
prive itself of the most desirable lands and lots which some 
future day may bring more than three thousand dollars. 
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The City funds cannot now defray this expense, but should 
your Honorable body deem it indispensable a loan of that amount 
may be negotiated, pledging the credit of the City Council and 
payjing an interest of one per cent a month; this loan could 
be repaid with the proceeds of the sale of the first lots dis- 
posed of." 

The same day the president was authorized to negotiate a 
loan of three thousand dollars and provision was made for the 
sale of lots from the proceeds of which the loan was to be paid. 

On the 19th day of September the syndic Juan Temple sub- 
mitted to the Council the "Finished city map, as well as a 
receipt showing that he had paid the surveyor the sum of three 
thousand dollars; this amount being a loan made by him to the 
city, to enable it to pay for said map." 

The following December, 41 lots in the survey were sold, 
out of a total of 60 offered, from which the Council realized 
$2490.00, which was paid to Juan Temple on account, leaving 
a balance of $510.00 in his favor, which the Council pledged itself 
to pay out of the proceeds of the first lots sold in the future. 

WATER BONDS, 1362. 

Act of Legislature. 

Section 1. The Mayor and Common Council of the City of 
Los Angeles are hereby authorized to borrow money for the 
purpose of municipal improvements; either for irrigation or for 
furnishing water for domestic purposes, to the amount and in 
the manner hereinafter set forth. 

Sec. 2. The amount borowed under the provisions of this 
act, shall not exceed $25,000.00; the rate of interest shall not 
exceed ten per cent. 

ACT OF INCORPORATION. 

Vol. 7 of Archives, page 299. 

An Act to incorporate the City of Los Angeles. 

The people of the State of California represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

Section 1. All that tract of land included within the limits 
of the Pueblo de Los Angeles, as heretofore known and acknowl- 
edged; shall henceforth be known as the City of Los Angeles; 
and the said City is hereby declared to be incorporated accord- 
ing to the provisions of the act, entitled "An act to provide 
for the incorporation of cities," approved March 18th, 1850: 
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Provided, however, that if such limits include more than 
four square miles, the Council shall within three months after 
they are elected and qualified, fix by ordinance the limits of the 
city* not to include more than said quantity of land, and the 
boundaries so determined shall henceforth be the boundaries 
of the city. 

Sec. 2. The number of Councilmen shall be seven. The 
first election of city officers shall be on the second Monday 
of May next. 

Sec. 3. The corporation created by this act, shall succeed 
to all the rights, claims and powers of the Pueblo de Los 
Angeles, in regard to property and shall be subject to all the 
liabilities incurred and obligations created by the Ayuntamiento 
of said Pueblo. 

JOHN BIGLER, 

Speaker of House of Assembly. 
E. KIRBY CHAMBERLAIN, 

Pre^dent pro tern of the Senate. 
Approved April 4th, 1850. 

PETER H. BURNETT, 
Governor. 



